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The PBI Annual Dinner has been a mainstay in the pro bono and access to 
justice community since 2005. The event has brought together law firms,  

in-house law departments, and others dedicated to access to justice to 
celebrate extraordinary pro bono achievements and inspire innovations in  

the delivery of pro bono legal services.
 

This year, to adjust to current circumstances and provide programming that 
resonates with PBI’s stakeholders, PBI presented the virtual  

2020 Fighting for Justice Series: 

AWARDS GALA
presenting the

2020 John H. Pickering Award
2020 CPBO Pro Bono Partner Awards

RACIAL JUSTICE FORUM
featuring

Presentations and panel discussions with dynamic leaders 
on the forefront of racial justice issues

GENERAL COUNSEL ROUNDTABLES
featuring

Intimate networking roundtables hosted by  
corporate general counsel and chief legal officers  

who champion pro bono and racial justice and equality

WATCH THE AWARDS GALA VIDEO

https://youtu.be/Qji-Uujh3C8


AWARDS GALA

On October 1, PBI presented the 2020 John H. Pickering Award and  
2020 CPBO Pro Bono Partner Awards during the premiere of its Awards Gala.

Pro Bono Institute® (PBI®) proudly presented the 2020 John H. Pickering Award, in conjunction with 
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr (WilmerHale) and the Pickering family, to Ropes & Gray in 

recognition of the firm’s outstanding institutional commitment to pro bono and the  
inspiring pro bono performance of its attorneys and staff.

 
2020 CPBO Pro Bono Partner Awards

PBI honored three significant pro bono partnership projects with the Corporate Pro Bono Partner Awards. 
Each honoree has demonstrated sustained impact addressing a critical legal need in a vulnerable 

community through pro bono legal work. Corporate Pro Bono (CPBO), a project of PBI, created the CPBO 
Pro Bono Partner Award to recognize innovative pro bono collaborations of in-house legal departments 

with law firms and public interest organizations.

Bank of America, Duke Energy, Husqvarna Group, Wells Fargo, McGuireWoods, Moore & Van Allen, 
Charlotte Center for Legal Advocacy and Legal Aid of North Carolina for the Charlotte Triage project, a 
collaborative program across the Charlotte legal community to expand the reach of legal services to all. 

Amazon in partnership with K&L Gates LLP and Mary’s Place for their holistic approach to  
providing pro bono legal services at Mary’s Place shelters for their guests.  

Amazon in partnership with Kids In Need of Defense (KIND), Davis Wright Tremaine LLP, and Bet Tzedek 
for their initiative to provide legal services to unaccompanied migrant and refugee children.  



RACIAL JUSTICE FORUM 
 

In response to the groundswell of activism across the nation to address racial injustice, PBI added three 
keynote addresses to its 2020 Virtual Conference in June: Minnesota Attorney General Keith Ellison, 

Fair Fight’s Stacey Abrams, and the Lawyers’ Committee’s Kristen Clarke.  

Our goal with the PBI 2020 Fighting for Justice Series was to continue to engage stakeholders in 
thought-provoking racial justice issues with the following panel discussions.

Racial Justice and Intersectionality: 
Perspectives from Black and Latina Women in Corporate America

The confluence of different identities can create overlapping and interdependent systems of inequity  
and discrimination. Studies have shown that it is harder for Black and Latina women to advance to  
leadership roles in corporate America, and a one-size-fits-all approach to advancing women often  

leaves women of color behind. While the killing of George Floyd has focused attention on racial  
injustice, the stories of Black women killed by police have often been ignored.  

 
How can the fight for racial justice and equity be more inclusive? Watch the discussion.

The Business Community’s Role in Championing Racial Justice 
How has the business community responded to calls for social justice and racial equity in the wake of an 

unprecedented public health crisis, the resulting economic downturn, as well as the civic unrest spawned 
by the killings of George Floyd and other people of color? What role can (and should) large corporations 

play in championing racial justice? Watch the discussion.

	

Elisa D. Garcia
Chief Legal Officer 

and Secretary
Macy’s, Inc.

Tonya Robinson
Vice Chair and General 
Counsel – Legal,  
Regulatory and 
Compliance
KPMG LLP

 

 

Wanji Walcott
Executive Vice President,  

Chief Legal Officer  
and General Counsel

Discover Financial Services

Moderated by: 
Eve Runyon, 
President & CEO
Pro Bono Institute

Brett J. Hart
President

United Airlines

Teri McClure
Former General Counsel 
and Chief Resources Officer, 
Senior Vice President of Labor 
Relations and Communications
United Parcel Service of 
America, Inc.

Clarence Otis, Jr.
Former Chairman and Chief 

Executive Officer
Darden Restaurants, Inc.

Moderated by:
David Williams
Principal 
Deloitte LLP

https://youtu.be/HHhbzhfdTkM
https://youtu.be/uVPxcuJ0JBs
https://youtu.be/QOjfEftw8G0
https://youtu.be/l9GVfon22mQ
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Elisa D. Garcia
Chief Legal Officer  

and Secretary
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GENERAL COUNSEL ROUNDTABLES
 

The General Counsel Roundtables offered intimate networking sessions for  
2020 Fighting for Justice Series sponsors at the Pro Bono Benefactor level ($15,000) and above. 

The following 15 general counsel and chief legal officers hosted sessions with more than 100 participants 
from law firms and in-house legal departments.

Michael J. O’Connor
General Counsel
MassMutual

Craig Silliman
Executive Vice President and 
Chief Administrative, Legal 
and Public Policy Officer
Verizon Communications Inc.

Dev Stahlkopf
Corporate Vice President  
and General Counsel
Microsoft Corporation

Laura Stein
Executive Vice President and 
General Counsel
The Clorox Company

Joel Unruch
General Counsel & Corporate 
Secretary
Accenture

Rishi Varma
General Counsel and  
Corporate Secretary
Hewlett Packard Enterprise 
Company

Amy E. Weaver
President and Chief Legal 
Officer
Salesforce

 David A. Zapolsky
Senior Vice President,  
General Counsel and Secretary
Amazon



PBI FIGHTING FOR JUSTICE SERIES SPONSORS

PRO BONO LEADER

 

 

 

PRO BONO BENEFACTOR
Accenture
Advance Publications, Inc.
Cahill Gordon & Reindel
DLA Piper
Goodwin Procter
Greenberg Traurig
Hewlett Packard Enterprise Company
Hunton Andrews Kurth

Intel Corporation
Kirkland & Ellis
Microsoft Corporation
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius
Paul Hastings
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom
Thomson Reuters Corporation
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr

PRO BONO PARTNER
American Express Company
Bank of New York Mellon Corporation
Comcast NBCUniversal
Davis Wright Tremaine

General Electric Company
Latham & Watkins
Ropes & Gray
 

PRO BONO ADVOCATE
3M Company
Alston & Bird
AT&T Inc.
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney
The Clorox Company
Deere & Company
Discover Financial Services
Entergy Corporation
Faegre Drinker
Fenwick & West

Foley & Lardner
Leidos, Inc.
Leydig, Voit & Mayer
Moore & Van Allen
Pfizer Inc.
Quarles & Brady
Eve Runyon
State Farm
Walmart Inc.

PRO BONO SUPPORTER
Dentsu Aegis Network
Dorsey & Whitney
MetLife, Inc.
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and Popeo
Munger, Tolles & Olson
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe

Prudential Financial, Inc.
Danny Reed
Sitko Bruno
Snell & Wilmer
The Veterans Consortium  
   Pro Bono Program


